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Human Rights Abuses in Prague 


A Belgian and over one hundred _ other 
predominantly European political prisoners 
released from Czech prison tell tales of horrifying 
human rights violations. 


Contact: Michael Van Broekhoven Reachable 
October 1 via e-mail and telephone at 00 (32) 
016-89.00.29 ; After October 1 only by e-mail: 
rising_ground@hotmail.com 


Michael van Broekhoven (Belgian citizen, living in 
USA legally) PO Box 4793, Arcata, CA 95518, USA 


Summary: 


A Belgian (Flemish) non-violent environmental and 
human rights activist held captive in a remote 
Czech Republic prison, following the disruption of 
IMF and World Bank meetings on September 26, 
has finally been released after three traumatizing 
days. The 26 year old Michael Van Broekhoven 
tells of being seriously beaten up by police in a 
surprise attack, brutalised on the way to and in 
the police station, deprived of food, water and 
sleep, being held in a 2 by 3 meter room with 24 
people, as well as being denied the right to 
contact lawyer and Embassy These and other 
serious human rights violations are only now 
coming out as Check police effectively suppressed 
communication to the outside world, until 
embassy personel from most EU countries were 


alerted of the mass incarcerations by worrying 
relatives, friends and a legal support group. Czech 
authorities ignored 1961 Treaty of Vienna by not 
notifying Belgian embassy of his situation. Of the 
859 people held as a result of S26 actions only 20 
have been charged. 


Context and personal information: 


Michael Van Broekhoven, born in Antwerp, and 
raised near Leuven, 26, a Belgian environmental 
activist who has been living and working in 
Northern California since 1995 came to visit 
family, and travel around Europe with his 
grilfriend for the summer. They visited Prague on 
their tour, and decided to participate in the 
peaceful part of the S26 Global Day of Action to 
help bring attention to the devastating 
consequences of neoliberal policies on the 
environment, and local (especially indigenous) 
communities. The entire day they stayed in areas 
without confrontations, but while walking around 
taking photos they came upon Na Slupi street 
were heavy rioting had ended perhaps half an 
hour earlier. The scene was calm, with just a few 
people looking around, taking photos, and police 
standing here and there. Without warning 5 or 6 
riot cops ran toward him and beat him to the 
ground, and hauled him off to jail, never to be 
charged with any crime and released only three 
days later when the Belgian Embassy contacted 
the detention center Balkova where 114 foreign 
protesters were being held. He was then expelled 
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from Czech Republic. He tells the story of the 
horrendous ordeal below. 


Michael Van Broekhoven was the ground support 
coordinator and co-press liaison for the Luna 
Treesit [ see http://www.circleoflifefoundation.org 
; www.lunatree.org ; www.havc.org J], the forest 
defence action of now-famous Julia Butterfly who 
remained in an ancient redwood tree for over two 
years (Dec. 10, 1997 - Dec 18, 1999) in an effort 
to draw attention to the destruction of the last 
pieces of temperate rainforest remaining, which 
received world-wide press coverage. In 1996, he 
was arrested for nonviolent civil disobedience 
actions in Humboldt County, California, in mass 
efforts to stop the cutting of the last remaining 
3% of ancient redwood forest, but the charges 
were later dismissed. In 1996 he also spent time 
with the traditional Dineh (Navajo) Native 
Americans of Big Mountain, a small community 
resisting relocation to make place for coal mine 
expansion, about which he created and distributed 
a documentary slideshow. He was present as a 
volunteer activist medic in both the anti- 
neoliberalism protests in Seattle and Washington 
DC, where he treated protesters injured from tear 
gas and rubber bullets. 


Personal account of treatment by Czech police : 


| was looking around at the debris left in the wake 
of violent rioting (none of which | witnessed), 
taking photos of the debris with some of the police 
officers in the background. Within seconds, 
without warning -it went so fast | froze and didn’t 
even think of running away - all | could bring out 
was «l"m only taking a photo »-these agents, 
about 5 or more grabed me and beat me down by 
heavily hitting the side right under the knee very 
hard, immobilizing me. That’s how it all started, 
but it was only the beginning of what was so 
outrageous it seemed unreal. 


Police were screaming obsenities, beating me and 
the other 11 arrestees on the jail bus with batons 
pushing and violently grabbing us while we were 
bussed to a police station in Prague. On the way 
the bus got ambushed by outraged protesters. As 
the sirens sounded, and the stones smashed the 
bus front windows (we were safe in the enclosed 
back), exposing the front part of the bus to direct 
stone attacks, the bus drove backwards and 
escaped (unfortunately, because for a split second 
it looked like liberation was possible...) ; | cannot 
descibe the intensity of this. Suddenly the 
tumultous Seattle anti- WTO protests seemed like 
a walk in the park. We were transferred to another 


bus, and taken to a local police station, then later 
taken to the « foreign police » station, and bussed 
to a remote detention center 100 kilometers away 
from Prague, which has one of the worst human 
rights records in the Czech Republic. 


| personally experienced the following acts of 
police brutality, human rights violations and 
intimidation : 

- Being beaten down violently without warning to 
leave in an area that was then totally calm by 
about 5 or 6 policemen. 

- They dragged me by the arm in a pain 
compliance hold and continued to beat me. | did 
not resist or fight back. My left leg was hurting so 
bad | could not stand on it. 

- They slapped me in the face several times for no 
reason.. 

- Being held locked up in a room 2 by 3 meters 
with twelve people for at least 5 hours. 

- Sometimes they’d close the door and it was 
completely dark, other times they slammed the 
door creating a huge scary loud noise. 

- When asked to write down my name and 
address, they repeatedly slammed my head down 
to the table, and as | was unable to see the paper 
yelled « write faster ! », and pulled my head up 
again. 

- The strip searches consisted of repeated 
beatings and being pushed around, hit behind the 
knees, and being forced to the ground. They 
pushed hurting areas and squeezed my groin. 

- | was forced to sign a document (in Czech 
language) promising to pay 1000 cK, others who 
had enough money paid on the spot. We were lied 
to, police said that signing would get us out the 
next morning. 

- | was pushed to the ground to my hands and 
knees and kicked forward with their boots to race 
back into our cell like an animal 

- They took my fingerprints and photo, and 
searched through my belongings 

- When they found INPEG (the organization which 
called for a peaceful protest) info flyers, they 
screamed « INPEG ! », and hit me on the back 
very hard with a baton stick. Then they yelled « 
Revolution ! », and hit me again. 

- We continued to press for our right to make a 
phone call, but were only responded to with 
slappings, and loud yelling, doors slammed. 

- Then we could give our statement, through an 
interpreter, where | tried to get accounts of police 
brutality in, but most was left out and my words 
were consistently watered down to make it appear 
that | might still have been at or involved in the 
riots. (for instance | said | was arrested at 5 or 
after ; they wrote « between 4 :30 and 5 »). 
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- My three rolls of photos taken of the marches, 
and of the tourist attractions my girlfriend and | 
visited in Prague, were all destroyed. For one roll, 
an officer came to the cell, and ripped the film out 
of the roll, then sarcastically pointed the camera 
at us and said « cheese », laughing as he walked 
away. 

- For the last 12 hours before being transferred to 
Balkova, we were cramped in a room the same 
size of 2 by 3 meters, but this time with 24 people 
(!!!), unable to all sit, we had to stand all night, 
depriving us of sleep. 

- | was not allowed to use a toilet until 6 hours 
after | asked. 

- We were deprived of food and water for over 24 
hours. 


(Account of abuse, continued :) 


In Balkova prison/detention center we were 
locked up in 4 by 8 meter rooms with 4 people ; 
the toilet in the corner made the whole room 
stink, and a light was kept on all night. The 
anxiety, door slamming and yelling made it 
extremely difficult to rest. | barely slept for 4 
days. 


They did not accommodate for vegetarians like 
myself 


| was taken to the hospital for check-up on my 
injured left leg on the 28th. The pain had subsided 
and most of the purple bruises were starting to 
disappear 


At the hospital the doctor, translating what the 
police was telling him, seemed very disturbed. The 
nurse was standing also looking very shocked, 
almost with tears in her eyes. 


Myself and a women from Sweden, who also 
needed medical attention were told we were 
actually not in a detention center, but in a 
concentration camp, and the earliest release 
would be in one month, IF we behaved nicely, 
otherwise we’d be there till February. Because of 
everything that had already happened we thought 
he was telling us the truth at first. | struggled my 
way out of one of the the metal handcufs, but was 
then 


told that if | even tried to escape they'd kill me, 
making the hand gestures of shooting me, and 
cutting my throat. 


We were never allowed for a walk outside in the 
fenced off guarded courtyards. 


Finally late in the afternoon September 29, the 
Consul of the Belgian Ambassy in Prague came to 
personally pick me up, and drove me to Prague, 
where | had 24 hours to leave the country. The 
consul told me the Czech authorities had not 
informed him about me, as they should have 
according to international law. They found out 
about about me because my girlfriend Kaylene 
repeatedly called the Embassy, and my name was 
faxed to them from a jail support group, who had 
received my info by cell phone via a fellow activist 
who had managed to smuggle a cell phone into 
the jail bus. The Czech police, still present all 
throughout the city scared me so much | 
immediately took a metro and bus to the airport. 
With no more flights to Brussels that night, | took 
the first flight to Paris and then the train back to 
Brussels, to be picked up at 5 am by my sister. 


Now back in Belgium, it has been very difficult to 
sleep even though I’m exhausted. Telling about 
the experience often overwhelms me bringing me 
to tears. 


Other violations being reported by _ include: 
(underlined those | witnessed) Women have been 
strip searched by male officers and have been 
forced to perform physical exercises for their 
enjoyment. Many individuals are being denied 
water, food and sleep; some are able to get food 
only if they pay guards, women and fascists are 
more likely to get water. Many people released 
have reported that before reaching police stations 
officers took individuals to isolated areas and beat 
them severly. Two Norwegians that went to a 
police station on Prisparni Street near Vilatavska to 
report a stolen mobile phone witnessed behind 
briefly opened doors that a number of people 
where handcuffed to the wall and being beaten 
severly. This is also being confirmed by many 
reports from released persons that in the 
processing rooms, groups 40 to 60 people were 
asked to spread eagle while they are beaten, 
heads were knocked back, legs were kicked in, 
and numbers of men had their groins twisted or 
punched. Additionally people handcuffed were 
tossed down stairs. Thirty people were detained 
at the Olsanska jail in and outdoor courtyard 
overnight with no blankets or food. They were 
later moved to Balkova near Pilsen. People with 
diabetes were not fed, people that needed 
medication were not given it, the British embassy 
had to intervene to get medication into the jail. 
Right to legal representation and advice, right to 
interpreters, right to food and water, right to basic 
medical attention, and the right to a phone call 
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have all been ignored on a widespread scale. 
Many internationals were moved from _ local 
stations to Balkova near Pilsen which has one of 
the worst human rights records in the Czech 
Republic. Handcufs were tied so tight some 
people’s wrists were bleeding. 


Additional Contacts: 


Raoul Van Heuverzwyn, Consul Embassy of 
Belgium Valdstejnska 6, 118 01 Praha 1 ph: (420 
2) 57.53.35.24 fax: (420 2) 57.53.37.50 


INPEG (please check these sites for more 
information!) 

http: //www.inpeg.org/homepage. htm 

http: //www.inpeg.org/s26press.htm 


INPEG press contact: Chelsea Mozen ph (420 6) 
04.38.44.52 or 02 6272349 
praguelegalsupport@purpleturtle.com To arrange 
interviews with witnesses recently released,, 
contact Cyan IMMEDIATELY: (420) 605 879 504 


Czech human_ rights’ organization:  “Hnuti 
Obcanske Solidarity a Tolerance” (HOST) (420 2) 
24914690 ex; 3163 e-mail: hosthost@volny.cz 


Support group: “Ekologicky Pravni Servis” (EPS) 
ph. (420 5) 57.52.29 fax (420 5) 45214429 e-mail 
eps@brno@ecn.cz 


Human rights observer present at release from 
Balkova: contact: Petra Burcikova e-mail: 
pburcikova@co.uk (420 2) 96.15.33.09 


Witness to my brutal abduction: Kaylene Chassie 
(US) contact at: beesteegirl@hotmail.com 


Legal Observers office Prague ph: (420) 608- 
72.16.82 e-mail: kisk.oph@celpr.cz 





Cry of the Excluded of the Americas 
For a millennium without exclusion 


We, the excluded of the Americas, cry out from 
the bottom of our hearts in protest against the 
inequality and injustice of the world in which we 
live. We are all passengers on the same ship, the 
planet Earth; nonetheless, just as on the sailing 
ships of the colonizers and our transatlantic 
airplanes today, we journey in unequal conditions. 
A minority traveling first-class enjoys all the 
privileges of superfluous consumption, with 
antisocial attitudes, and environmental 
depredation. This minority has access’ to 


sophisticated medicine, education, culture, and to 
the benefits of the latest technology. Down in the 
unwholesome hold, the majority of the world?s 
population is crowded together, sunken in hunger, 
disease, violence, and exploitation. 


Our cry is raised against a type of economic 
globalization which, in favoring the few developed 
countries and acting to the detriment of poor 
nations, reveals its true character of global 
colonization. The world GDP, currently calculated 
to be $25 billion, is the sign of the brutal 
accumulation of wealth in the hands of a few: the 
G- 7 countries (United States, Canada, England, 
France, Italy, Germany, and Japan) retain $18 
billion. The remaining $7 billion must be divided 
among more than 180 countries! It is inadmissible 
that a mere three US citizens ? Bill Gates, Paul 
Allen, and Warren Buffett ? possess, together, a 
fortune greater than the GDP of 42 poor nations, 
with 600 million inhabitants! Poverty, not 
progress, is being globalized; dependency, not 
sovereignty; competition, not solidarity. 


For this reason, there are 204 million poor and 90 
million people in extreme poverty in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, to which we must add the 
pockets of poverty which exist in various parts of 
the opulent United States. Our cry is one of 
protest against the neoliberal capitalist economy 
which, monitored by the IMF and the World Bank, 
reduces democracy to the market and citizenship 
to consumerism, and _ which violates the 
sovereignty of our national States through 
impositions and threats. 


If the rich nations want progress, why not 
establish fair rules for world trade, eliminating the 
restrictions and commercial practices which lower 
the prices of goods exported by poor nations? If 
they want peace, why don’t they put an end to the 
arms race, which consumes $800 million dollars 
yearly, and stop exporting arms to Third World 
countries? If they want to stop the drug trade, 
why don’t they eradicate the fiscal paradises 
where dirty money is laundered by “respected” 
First World bankers, and prohibit the exportation 
of ether and acetone from the US to drug 
manufacturers? 


Our cry denounces the fact that, after the Second 
World War, Latin America had no debts, but today 
owes nearly $1 billion. It is the highest per capita 
external debt in the world. Consequently, our 
Continent is the champion in inequality between 
richest and poorest. Our countries are victims of 
speculative capital, of cultural colonialism in the 
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form of canned TV programs, and of military 
intervention under the pretext of combating the 
drug trade. The number of hungry and 
unemployed people has never been so high in the 
Americas. 


Our cry is one of indignation, but it is also a cry of 
hope. We see, with joy, rural workers mobilizing 
to demand agricultural reform; groups 
representing the most diverse countries and the 
most varied interests joining together to block the 
meetings of giant banks and giant businesses, as 
in Seattle, Washington DC, and Prague, with the 
aim of protesting against the neoliberal economic 
system; popular movements organizing massive 
demonstrations to demand change in nearly every 
country on the continent, and especially in Mexico, 
Venezuela, Peru, Bolivia, Argentina, and Ecuador. 
We witness the force of indigenous peoples who 
rise up courageously to demand the demarcation 
of their lands; the multiplication of women’s 
movements against sexist discrimination; the 
organization of black people’s movements to 
demand respect for their cultural roots and their 
rights, which have historically been suppressed. In 
Brazil, some six million voters spoke out against 
the payment of the external debt in a citizen’s 
plebiscite held recently throughout the country. 


These signs, evident today throughout the world, 
give us hope that the International Monetary 
Fund, the World Trade Organization and the World 
Bank will be replaced by effectively democratic 
institutions, where every country has an equal 
voice and an equal vote, with the aims of 
regulating the flow of capital speculation, 
dismantling the wealthy countries? protectionism, 
and prioritizing human rights and social justice. 


We hope that our outcry will spread to such an 
extent that the government of the United States 
will be forced to withdraw from Colombia, avoiding 
a conflict, which would put both the population 
and the biodiversity of the Amazon at grave risk. 
Our cry also calls out for an end to the cruel 
blockade, which the United States imposes on 
Cuba. 


We hope that our reclamation of basic rights will 
be converted with all possible speed into reality: 
land reform; changes in economic policy to 
eliminate unemployment and exclusion; 
demarcation and protection of indigenous lands; 
respect for the environment; an end to the 
economic and cultural dependence of our peoples, 
and annulment of our external debts, in keeping 
with the spirit of the J ubilee Year declared by Pope 


John Paul Il. We defend the access of the entire 
population to fundamental rights: land, work, 
decent housing, education, and health care. 


Our cry will reach the ears of all those who are 
sensitive to solidarity and who dare to embrace 
the utopia of a world without inequalities, without 
extreme poverty, and without exclusion, founded 
upon justice and liberty. 


More information 

Agencia Latinomericana de Informacion 
info@alai.ecuanex.net.ec 

ATTAC 

groupe-americas@attac.org 








CADTM 
Belgium 


President Interviewed in 


Eric Toussaint, President of the Committee for the 
Cancellation of Third World debt, talks to Belgian 
journalist Bernard Demontey in "Le Soir" (Sept. 
27th), the most read of Belgian French language 
dailies. 


Bernard Demontey: You have taken part in the 
meetings preparatory to the Prague 
demonstrations, and you yourself militate against 
institutions like the IMF and the World bank. 
What are the demonstrators’ demands? 


Eric Toussaint: There isn't any one single demand. 
Demonstrators tend to focus on a few main 
themes. Among these is a hostility to the IMF and 
to the World Bank. But there are shades of 
opinion. Some favour purely and_ simply 
suppressing these two institutions, others consider 
that reforms are needed. The cancellation of third 
world debt is also a mobilising theme. But there, 
too, there are shades of opinion among 
demonstrators. Some are in favour of cancelling 
the debt of the poorest countries (sub-Saharan 
Africa, Bolivia, Nicaragua, Vietnam), others want 
to extend debt relief to the third world external 
public debt as a whole (including India, Pakistan, 
Brazil, Indonesia and Mexico). 


What is the profile most frequently encountered 
among people belonging tothe movement? 


Eric Toussaint: The main constituant is a 
generation of young people between 18 and 27 
years old. This is a young generation with a 
particular sensibility: since birth they have been 
living in an “all market" world. They haven't 
known the communist régime, but they know from 
their parents that it has existed, and that it didn't 
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provide the right solutions. Neither are they 
influenced by events like May 1968 or the Vietnam 
war. So it is a new kind of mobilisation. These 
young people live in a world which fails to 
convince them.They want a world where the 
environment is respected, where North-South 
relations are on an equal footing, and where 
institutions are democratic. That's why they 
contest the IMF and the World Bank. They 
consider that these’ institutions are not 
democratic. They also contest certains effects of 
economic globalisation. 


Do they’ reject the movement towards 
globalisation? In other woads, do these activists 
deserve to be labelled, as they commonly are, 
“anti- globalisation"? 


Eric Toussaint: No, that label is a mistake. What 
they want is a non-exclusive globalisation, one 
which leads to the satisfaction of everyone's basic 
needs. The word "“anti-globalisation" suggests a 
retreat into oneself, which is not the case at all. It 
is not a retreat into some identification or other, 
such as_ nationalism. They are opposed to 
neoliberal globalisation, to a profit economy. 


According to you, does this movement have a 
future? Are we witnessing the beginning of a 
groundswell ratherlike that of May 1968? 


Eric Toussaint: It's a difficult question to answer. 
But | think it is a massive movement, not just a 
reaction to immediate circumstances. When | see 
mobilisation such as we had at Seattle in 1999, at 
Millau for the Bové trial this summer, then just 
lately at Prague, | think we are in presence of a 
lasting phenomenon. The movement is slowly 
beginning to define itself and is gathering more 
and more force. It is developing coordination, and 
a number of events are already planned for the 
future. Really important meetings on alternatives 
to neo-liberal globalisation are to be held shortly 
in three big third-world cities. In Asia, at Seoul 
from October 17th to 20th; in Africa, at Dakar, 
from December 11th to 17th; and in South 
America, at Porto Alegre, from January 25th to 
30th. 


But will the movement manage to structure itself 
and make progress on demands which are at 
times subject to differences between members? 


Eric Toussaint: | believe so. The fact that there 
are different positions doesn't bother me. It's not 
a sign of weakness, but a token of pluralism. 
Besides, we've already made significant progress 


on a certain number of fronts. Take the example 
of the Tobin Tax. A few years ago, its opponents 
would just shove it aside, without a word of 
explanation. Today, countries like Belgium, 
France, Canada and Norway are debating it. 
Those who said it was not feasible are now called 
upon to explain themselves. On the question of 
debt relief significant progress has also been 
made. I believe this movement is no negligible 
thing. It is growing in size and it is beginning to 
have a powerful influence. 


To contact CADTM cadtm@skynet. be 
Translation Barbara Strauss newsletter@attac.org 








WTO Tidbits 
China and the WTO 


The Chinese trade authorities have announced 
that it won't be possible for China to meet 
deadlines for bringing its intellectual property 
rules into conformity with the TRIPs. Where the 
service sector is concerned, permits for American, 
Japanese and European insurance firms to open 
business in China are not ready despite Beijing's 
promises. One example: the European insurance 
sector had received the promise of 7 permits, 
which were to have been accorded within 60 days 
of signing the bilateral agreement between the 
two parties on May 19th. Up to now, Beijing has 
only delivered 2 permits. 


On accepting Taiwan: Beijing wants the WTO to 
call it a "Separate Customs Territory", and 
recognise it as an integral part of China.The US, 
and other members, are opposed to this provision. 
The delegations should be meeting again at end 
September, but other meetings will be necessary 
before progress can be made. 


Will China's entry make relations with India better 
or worse ? 


It is expected that the trade between the two 
countries, which at the moment stands at 2 billion 
dollars annually, will increase to 10 billions. This 
could help loosen the tensions that have existed 
between them for years. But it should be 
remembered that they are in competition in 
various export sectors, especially common 
consumer goods. But both are agreed that their 
combined presence at the WTO will allow the 
creation of a regional strategic partnership which 
could block the norms which favour the rich 
countries, particularly the anti-dumping measures 
which are used both by the US and the EU. 
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The World Economic Forum in Melbourne weighs 
up the chances of a new Round 


Although a general consensus on the necessity for 
a new round seems to be emerging among the 
OECD countries, agreement on the content of the 
negotiations, and on where and when they should 
take place, is still very uncertain. According to the 
Vice-Director general of the WTO, Andrew Stoler, 
who said he was optimistic that a new round could 
be held "in the next twelve months", a lot of 
progress has been made concerning agriculture 
and services in the course of bilateral encounters 
held since last January. But these develomments 
still need to be translated into a multilateral 
agreement. Up to now, Qatar is the only country 
volunteering to house the new Ministerial 
Conference. 


In a general way, another obstacle to the 
launching of a new round is the credibility of the 
globalisation process. Street demonstrations in 
Melbourne have once more drawn attention to the 
disaffection of a large number of sectors with 
regard to the present turn taken by the growing 
world economic integration. These protests have 
confirmed the stand taken by many NGOs on the 
fact that the WTO is under-equipped to deal with 
the implications of its decisions on social and 
environmental planes. Vandana _ Shiva, for 
instance, showed that alternative models of 
globalisation, placing basic human needs above 
business profitability, are necessary to ensure 
right development. 


Certain developing countries took advantage of 
the occasion to decry the perspective of globalised 
free trade. The Indonesian Trade Minister, for 
instance, brought out that countries that 
liberalized too quickly were likely to risk 
unmanageable trade deficits and listless growth. 
According to him, a new round would have the 
result of adding new obligations and promises at a 
time when Indonesia is still absorbing the full 
shock of present agreements on its economy. 
Consolidation is needed before any resumption. 
In fact, the round should be entirely conditioned 
by, and axed on, the aspirations of developing 
countries. A. Stoler, for his part, considered that 
the probability of holding a new round based 
"exclusively on the interests of developing 
countries seemed rather doubtful". 


An African Free Trade Area is set up 


The Southern African Free Trade Area opened on 
September Ist. At present it consists of 11 
members. Zambia is to join presently, and the 3 
other members’ of the Southern § African 
Development Community SADC (Angola, RDC, 
Seychelles) shortly afterwards. The abolition of 
customs duties is to take effect between now and 
2012. South Africa, which is the most 
economically developed State, has proposed to 
muscle the industries of its poorer neighbours, like 
Mozambique. Uganda, which already belongs to 
the COMESA (Common Market of East and 
Southern Africa), is to ask to join the SADC. 


For their part, the 21 members of COMESA should 
be signing the association agreement by end 
October, despite the withdrawal of Tanzania 
(which today is part of the FTA of Southern 
Africa). The EU served as a model for COMESA: 
the lowering of customs barriers (at present set at 
8 to 38%) between member states, followed by 
the setting up of a common external duty in 2004. 
Regional trade represents less than 7% of its 
overall exchanges. Several States from the south 
of the continent belong to both COMESA and the 
FTA of Southern Africa. 


Thought of the day from George Soros - a 
philanthropist, but no democrat 


"The UN is not the right organisation for the type 
of decisions which must be taken in economic 
affairs, mainly because it's an organisation where 
EACH STATE MUST GIVE ITS AGREEMENT." 


Work group "International Treaties". 
omc.marseille@attac.org Wherever you are, you 
can help this work group. Just contact them! 
Thanks 

Translation Barbara Strauss, newsletter@attac.org 








Ireland and Plan Colombia 


The US designed Plan Colombia to militarise even 
more the anti-narcotics strategy of the Colombian 
government through a massive increase in military 
aid to the state with one of the world's worst 
human rights records has received support from a 
number of countries. Spain, Norway and Britain 
have all given their support to the plan and have 
pledged varying amounts of money. The plan has 
also it seems received the political support of the 
Irish government. Its representatives have spoken 
favourably about it in EU fora. According to our 
government the Plan Colombia is not perfect and 
it needs to be improved upon. It must be 
supported because the Irish government wants to 
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support the peace process in Colombia. The 
twisted logic of such a cynical position is beyond 
belief. 


First of all the Irish government needs to explain 
what it means by saying that the Plan Colombia to 
which they have given support is not perfect. Not 
perfect in what way? The plan's budget is 
primarily military and as aé result of the 
implementation of the military aspects of the plan 
tens of thousands of peasants will be violently 
displaced off their land. This is accepted by all 
observers, even the US government accepts it. 
The dispute is around exactly how many people 
will be displaced, the lowest figure being 150,000 
and not surprisingly that figure is from the US 
government. So what exactly needs to be 
improved upon? Perhaps the Irish government 
feels that only 100,000 people should be forced 
off their land. There is no point in saying that they 
don't want anybody forced off the land because 
that is exactly what happens in conflicts, people 
die and others flee for safety. There is no Plan 
Colombia without forced displacement. The 
number of people involved may be reduced but 
only that. To accept the Plan Colombia is to accept 
that many people will become refugees in their 
own country and others will die. Just what does 
the Irish government expect to happen when one 
side in a conflict receives a massive injection of 
military aid? Their enthusiasm for sending more 
guns and weapons to an army of mass murderers 
contrasts starkly with their support for the arms 
embargo on Bosnia when defenceless people in 
Sarajevo where left to the mercy of the snipers on 
the hills and were deprived of the ability to defend 
themselves. Arms for a murderous army and 
police force and an embargo on defenceless 
civilians. 


It should be borne in mind that the main type of 
military aid foreseen in the plan is the supply of 
extra blackhawk helicopters. The same type of 
helicopter that the Colombian army used to rescue 
Carlos Castano the head of the death squads when 
is headquarters was attacked by the guerrillas. It 
is also the same type of helicopter that was used 
by the Colombian army to transport the death 
squad that carried out the Massacre of Mapiripan 
where thirty people had their throats slit. Yes the 
Plan Colombia definitely needs our support. The 
same people who carried out the massacre in La 
Union where Irish priest Fr Brendan Forde works 
will be delighted to know that the _ Irish 
government wants them to have extra weapons. 
We should remember that the massacre in La 
Union was carried out by a joint army/paramilitary 


patrol. Brendan Forde's good work is_ being 
undermined. 


What else then needs improving? Perhaps the 
Irish government thinks that instead of spraying 
the coca fields with 13.47 litres per hectare of 
Roundup they should be sprayed with something 
else. Maybe they should use the genetically 
modified fungus Fusarium Oxysporum that the US 
wants to use. In the area of Santa Marta a 
massive programme of crop spraying was carried 
out. The result was the destruction of the 
environment and the disappearance of a number 
of rivers in the area which dried up due to the loss 
of vegetative cover. Nevertheless, the Irish 
government thinks the plan only needs to be 
improved upon. Has nobody thought about what 
will happen to the Colombian Amazon jungle when 
it is sprayed with Roundup or worse still a fungus? 


The last part of the Irish governments’ position is 
that they wish to support the peace process in 
Colombia. This part is perhaps, the most ridiculous 
part of what they've said. They wish to support 
the peace process by giving more arms to the 
Colombian government. However, the plan is not 
just about giving more weapons it is all so about 
who controls them. The US government has 
already said that no matter what happens in the 
negotiations with the FARC the fumigations will go 
ahead. In other words should the FARC reach a 
comprehensive settlement with the Colombian 
government which includes a programme for crop 
substitution and development of infrastructure in 
the Colombian countryside the US will simply 
override it by continuing with the coca 
fumigations. In fact by stating their intention to 
continue with the Plan Colombia regardless of 
what happens in the peace process they have in 
effect placed a_ significant barrier to any 
settlement, even a partial one. 


It has of course being argued by some that the 
plan is not just military in nature and that it does 
include some money for social investment. This is 
one of the more insidious aspects of the plan. It is 
true that there is money earmarked for social 
purposes but it is a small part of the overall 
budget and it is not to solve existing problems in 
Colombia but problems that will either arise or be 
exacerbated by the implementation of the Plan 
Colombia. There are almost two million people 
who have been forcibly displaced in Colombia. 
However, the money earmarked for the forcibly 
displaced will not be used to help a single one of 
those two million. In an exercise of absolute 
cynicism the US and Colombian governments has 
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asked the EU for money to look after those 
150,000 people who will be forced off their land 
due to the intensification of the armed conflict and 
the destruction of their farms as a direct 
consequence of the plan. In other words their so 
called social concerns are nothing more than an 
attempt to cover up and mitigate the effects of 
their war. 


There is no Plan Colombia without the destruction 
of the environment, the intensification of the 
internal armed conflict and the exacerbation of the 
already grave social problems. The plan should 
not receive any support from the Irish government 
which with only thirty eight detox beds in the 
country has done little to wage a war on drugs in 
Ireland. It is not too late. Although support for the 
plan has already been expressed EU money has 
yet reach Colombia and as the plan will take a 
number of years to implement fully there will be 
future opportunities to try and change the 
governments’ support for the it. The plan is, as we 
have already said, a military plan with fraudulent 
social programmes. It is a plan for war and cannot 
be reformed it should be scrapped. We should not 
ask the government to try and reform the war we 
should ask them to do away with it. If after that 
the EU still wants to give money for social 
programmes in Colombia then so be it. But the lan 
has to be abolished in its entirety and then we 
should go back to the drawing board in 
consultation with the peasant communities where 
coca is grown. Neither should we forget the 
working class communities in Ireland which have 
suffered the scourge of drug abuse. They too need 
social investment. 


When coca farmer Gerardo Moreno visited Ireland 
last May for Latin America Week he underlined 
that point that ridding the planet of drug abuse 
was about fighting for social justice in producer 
countries and consumer countries. Coca farmers 
were cheap labour for international mafias and 
drug addicts were victims of international Mafias 
who have very few problems in laundering their 
profits and that these Mafias were the real enemy. 
Neither the US government nor the Irish 
government proposes to do anything about these 
Mafias. Rather than going after the drug barons 
we are led to believe that the future for a peaceful 
Colombia and a drug free world lies in knocking 
the living daylights out of peasants the very 
people who have no control over the drugs 
market. Our governments' position is a disgrace. 
Fancy human rights fora and laudable speeches 
mean nothing compared to the reality’ of 


supporting a war and an army that will mean even 
more human rights abuses in Colombia 


by Gearoid O'Loingsigh 

Reprinted from "Enlace", the newsletter of the 
Latin America Solidarity Center in Dublin 

For more information ireland@attac. org 





Asian Crisis 


As Asian Winter of discontent passes, more is 
needed for return of glorious summer UNCTAD 
concludes 


Report warns that region's growth must not be left 
to "dictates of global firms and markets" 


No less than the financial crisis itself, the 
economic recovery in East Asia is serving up 
lessons for developing countries. UNCTAD's 
examination of the Asian recovery, released today 
(Trade and Development Report, 20001), reaches 
four main conclusions: 


The extremes of collapse and recovery have been 
due to misguided policies, although alternatives 
were available; 


Structural weaknesses have been aggravated by 
interest rate hikes, and the recovery remains 
fragile; 


The social burden of the crisis has been unevenly 
distributed, and solid growth over the next decade 
will be needed to eliminate its impact; and 


The region's long-term growth should not be left 
to the dictates of global finance, firms and 
markets. 


In its assessment of the impact of the policy 
response to the crisis, the Report concludes that 
the main damage during the Asian crisis came 
from hikes in interest rates rather than currency 
declines. Nor did the orthodox policy response 
bring stabilization by restoring confidence, but 
rather by creating a deep recession, import 
collapse and an unprecedented accumulation of 
reserves. Both hindsight and foresight (see also 
TAD/INF/2760 of 28 August 1998) suggest that 
provision of adequate international liquidity to 
replenish reserves, together with temporary 
exchange controls, debt standstill and maturity 
rollover, should have been the chosen policy 
instruments from the outset. 
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Currency stability, once achieved, was not 
sufficient to bring recovery. That only appeared, 
the Report finds, when tight fiscal and monetary 
policies were reversed. The Report also examines 
Malaysia's unorthodox experiment with capital 
controls and concludes that not only was this 
instrumental to its own recovery but it also had a 
positive impact on the region by forcing a wider 
policy rethink. 


If the crisis was, in part, precipitated by rapid 
financial liberalization, the burden of financial 
restructuring has fallen heavily on the State, 
which in some areas is playing a bigger role than 
ever. Intervention has amounted to the effective 
nationalization of financial systems in the Republic 
of Korea and Indonesia; only in Thailand, where 
restructuring has been slow, has a market-based 
approach been followed. But this, the Report 
notes, is storing up problems by adding to the 
public debt, which now ranges from 30% of GDP 
(Republic of Korea) to over 90% (Indonesia). And 
vulnerability to external pressures, whether 
through trade or financial shocks, is perhaps even 
greater than before the crisis. 


UNCTAD's analysis of the East Asian experience 
confirms that financial cycles in emerging markets 
appear to be quite different from traditional 
business cycles. The current account deficits and 
budget surpluses common to East Asian 
economies prior to the crisis have been reversed 
and the excess of investment over savings greatly 
reduced. These macroeconomic changes are 
associated with significant changes in income 
distribution. Even with output back to pre-crisis 
levels, income appears to be less equally 
distributed. And like other financial cycles in the 
developing world, labour has borne the brunt of 
the crisis through a combination of real wage cuts 
and rising unemployment, while poverty has 
remained considerably above pre-crisis levels. 


More inclusive growth pattern urged 
The Report concludes that a more _ inclusive 


pattern of growth is needed, one which does not 
run rapidly into external constraints. Given that 


the financial crisis has shown the dangers of 
excessive reliance on foreign capital and markets, 
managing integration will remain high on the 
agenda of policy makers across the region. 
Striking a balance will not be easy. The global 
economy is more competitive than in the past as 
more and more developing countries make a push 
into the markets of industrial countries and at a 
time when the latter are becoming less tolerant of 
market penetration. Still, productivity gaps with 
industrial countries are very large, and catch-up 
will mean that investment must remain a priority. 
But with domestic savings likely to stay high, 
dependence on foreign capital to close the income 
gaps with the leading industrial nations will be 
that much less. 


Regional trade and financial flows have played a 
key role in both the crisis and the recovery. New 
initiatives at this level - going beyond information 
disclosures and prudential regulations to include 
close supervision and control over _ private 
borrowing abroad, and _ tight control over 
speculative capital flows - should be considered. 


Contrary to the mainstream view, the Report 
considers that the efforts of a developmental State 
to ensure strategic rather than closer integration 
with the global economy will remain an integral 
part of any renewed Asian miracle. Reducing 
dependence on foreign resources and markets will 
also mean giving more weight to domestic sources 
of economic growth. 


( The Trade and Development Report, 2000 (Sales 
No. E.00.11.D.19, ISBN 92-1-112489-1) may be 
obtained at the price of US$ 45, and at a special 
price of US$ 19 in developing countries and 
countries in transition, from United Nations 
Publications, Sales Section, Palais des Nations, 
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland, fax: + 41 22 
917 0027, e-mail: unpubli@unog.ch, Internet: 
http: //www.un.org/publications; or from United 
Nations Publications, Two UN Plaza, Room DC2- 
853, Dept. PRES, New York, NY 10017, USA, tel: 
+ 1212 963 83 02 or + 1 800 253 96 46, fax: + 
1 212 963 34 89, e-mail: publications@un.org ) 





